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My name is Austin Zhang and I am currently a first year Electrical Engineer at UCLA. I 
was born in Whittier, California and lived in Rowland Heights before moving to Diamond Bar 
in middle school. I graduated in the Diamond Bar High School Class of 2016 before 
beginning my journey at UCLA. My interest in engineering sprouted in my high school days, 
where I discovered that I enjoyed my math and science classes more than the others. I 
became an active member in our school’s Technology Student Association (TSA) chapter, 
where I discovered a passion for technology and decided that I wanted to pursue electrical 
engineering.  

With a specific goal in mind and an open path before me, I took my first steps to 
becoming an electrical engineer. At home, I continued with another year in TSA, eventually 
earning the privilege of working alongside the TSA chapter officer team. Abroad, I traveled 
to Changsha, China, to team up with PhD students at Central South University, pursuing 
research in solid-state lithium-sulfur batteries and solid-state thin film nanobatteries. I 
became interested in discovering safer, more efficient batteries and their applications, and I 
took to my own to creating prototype solid-state aluminum-air batteries using my own 
knowledge paired Google’s. 

Throughout my high school days, I have always tried to go above and beyond 
expectations, and I am certain I will do the same at UCLA. After obtaining my Bachelor’s 
degree, I hope to earn my Master’s before seeking full time employment. In between, I aim 
to further both my technical experience and my real world job experience through 
internships and lab work, alongside student organizations such as IEEE Open Project Space 
and the Bruin Racing Electric Vehicle/Supermileage Vehicle team. 

In my free time, I enjoy playing video games, cooking, and spending time with friends 
and family. 

 


