
Gerrick   Cardenas  
Fast   Track   Student   of   the   Month  

 
Birthplace:    La   Mesa,   CA  

High   School:    Bishop   Montgomery   High   School,  

Torrance,   CA  

Outside   Interests:    Art,   Animation,   Video   Games,  

Baseball  

Siblings:    Two   younger   sisters  

 

When   did   you   know   you   wanted   to   be   ECE?  

When   applying   to   UCLA,   I   was   actually   very   unsure  

of   what   I   wanted   to   major   in.   I   ended   up   choosing  

ECE   because   it   aligned   with   many   of   my   interests.   I   have   always   like   math,   physics,   and  

computers,   so   this   major   seemed   like   a   good   fit   for   me.   Additionally,   the   skills   that   you  

learn   in   ECE   can   be   used   in   many   different   fields   of   work.   This   versatility   is   important   to  

me   because   I   hope   to   try   different   things   and   figure   out   what   exactly   I   want   to   do   in   my  

career.  

 

Who   has   influenced   you   the   most   in   your   choice   of   your   academic   field?  

In   general,   I   think   that   the   rise   of   the   internet   and   rapid   growth   of   social   media   and  

technology   has   helped   me   to   gravitate   towards   ECE.   There   are   many   things   that  

interest   me   in   ECE   and   I   believe   that   there   are   many   different   opportunities   in   this   field.  



 

Why   did   you   choose   the   UCLA   EE   Program?  

UCLA’s   reputation   as   a   top   school   academically   was   a   major   factor   in   my   decision.   I  

wanted   to   go   somewhere   that   would   challenge   me   and   help   me   to   grow   as   a   student  

and   as   a   person.   Additionally,   the   fact   that   it   was   close   to   home   was   very   important.   It  

made   the   transition   to   dorm   life   a   little   easier   for   me.  

         

How   has   it   been   being   on   a   big   campus   so   far?   

I   am   generally   not   the   best   when   it   comes   to   meeting   new   people,   but   so   far   it   has   been  

pretty   good.   There   are   many   clubs   and   organizations   where   you   can   meet   people   with  

similar   interests   as   you.   This   has   helped   me   to   meet   some   people   that   I   really   connects.  



Currently,   I   am   involved   in   the   Super   Smash   Bros.   Club,   Fresh   Produce   Art   Club,   and  

Bruin   Racing   Baja.   Additionally,   I   have   met   some   cool   people   through   my   classes.   As   for  

the   physical   size   of   campus,   I   like   it   because   I   enjoy   getting   lost.  

 

What   are   you   interested   in   as   a   career?  

I   am   still   trying   to   figure   this   out   for   myself,   but   I   do   know   that   I   am   very   interested   in  

the   software   side   of   things.   I   do   want   to   explore   many   opportunities,   though,   and  

possibly   find   something   that   I   really   enjoy.   I   believe   that   I   will   stick   to   ECE   and   maybe  

even   pick   up   Physics   as   a   double   major.  


